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UM SYMPOSIUM FOCUSES ON RELIGIOUS FREEDOM LAW 
MISSOULA -
Issues and impacts of the Religious Freedom Restoration Act will be the focus Friday and 
Saturday, Sept. 30-Oct. 1, when nine nationally recognized scholars gather at The University of 
Montana School of Law for the James R. Browning Symposium.
"The issue of religious freedom is at the heart of who we are as a people, both in Montana 
and the rest of the country," said law school Dean Rodney Smith. "The students on Law Review 
are working with the foremost scholars in the nation on this symposium. The articles they edit and 
publish will undoubtedly be cited by the United States Supreme Court"
The symposium, in Room 204 of the law school, is sponsored by the Montana Law Review. 
The event is the first in a series of programs made possible by a grant from John Hursh to honor 
Browning, chief judge emeritus of the Ninth Circuit Court of Appeals. Browning served as the 
Montana Law Review’s second editor in chief in 1940-41.
Panel discussions are planned Friday from 9 a.m. to noon and from 1 to 5 p.m., with a 
question and answer period following the afternoon presentation. Saturday will feature a panel 
discussion from 9 to 10:30 a.m. followed by an open forum until noon.
Stephanie Stimpson, co-editor in chief of the Montana Law Review, said the conference will 
help establish national credibility for the publication. Articles from the symposium will be 
published in the winter 1995 Montana Law Review; that issue will present the nation’s first major
-more-
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scholarly review of RFRA.
"It is an honor to be working with the scholars who are influencing religious freedom in this 
country," Stimpson said.
Friday morning’s session will feature University of Minnesota law Professor Michael 
Paulsen discussing "Religious Freedom and the United States Code"; Ohio Northern University law 
Professor Joanne Brant, "The Implications for RFRA and Separation of Powers"; and Indiana 
University law Professor Daniel Conkle, "The Constitutional Significance of an Unconstitutional 
Statute."
Friday afternoon panelists include Case Western University law Professor William Marshall, 
"Non-Religion and the Religious Freedom Restoration Act"; St. Johns University law Professor 
David Gregory, "Religious Harassment in the Secular Workplace"; Professor Ira Lupu of George 
Washington University’s National Law Center, "The Congress, the Courts and Religious Liberty"; 
and Brigham Young University law Professor Frederick Gedicks, "RFRA and the Possibility of 
Justice."
Saturday’s panel discussion will focus on American Indian religious freedom, with Notre 
Dame University law Professor Sharon O’Brien and Salish-Kootenai tribal attorney Karen Atkinson. 
For more information, call the law school, 243-4311.
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Contacts: Stephanie Stimpson and Hertha Lund, Montana Law Review, 243-2023.
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